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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On behalf of the physicians, nurses, staff and all who 

care for our patients, I am pleased to present our 

2014 cancer report. At Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, we are 

advancing our cancer services through a comprehensive 

approach to ensure the highest level of care for our 

patients.

In 2014 Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health continued to grow its 

cancer services for the community, while also investing 

time and resources into important clinical trial research 

and quality outcomes. These efforts allow us to provide 

better clinical care to each cancer patient we serve. 

What makes cancer care special at Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health 

is our ability to provide programs across all the hospi-

tals, women’s centers and clinics, which result in better 

care to each patient, every time. These services include: 

specialized clinical knowledge, such as having the only 

pediatric cancer program (including bone marrow trans-

plant) in the state of Hawai‘i, cutting edge technology, 

a shared electronic health record and an integrated 

multi-disciplinary approach to cancer care delivery. 

As a not-for-profi t health care system that includes: 

Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children, 

Pali Momi Medical Center, Straub Clinic & Hospital 

and Wilcox Memorial Hospital, Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health 

is committed to providing exceptional service and the 

highest quality of cancer care. We provide this through 

our four community-based hospitals, network of 

outpatient clinics and over 1,600 affi liated physicians. 

In addition to investing in cancer care resources, we are 

also strengthening our partnerships and outreach in the 

community, including membership in the Hawai‘i Cancer 

Consortium.

While we continue to make advancements in cancer 

care through research and technology, we are equally 

committed to our patients’ needs. We are dedicated

to providing each individual with exceptional care and 

support during their cancer journey.

This year’s cancer program 

report refl ects the tremendous 

growth experienced in programs 

and services in 2014, as well as 

statistical data from the 2013 

registry data year.

Jeffrey L. Killeen, MD

Medical Director,

Oncology Service Line
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All Hawai‘i Pacifi c 

Health hospitals are 

accredited through the 

American College of 

Surgeons Commission 

on Cancer (CoC) Program. In 2013, Wilcox Memorial 

Hospital became the most recent of the Hawai‘i 

Pacifi c Health hospitals to earn this status. Applying 

for and maintaining CoC accreditation is a voluntary 

commitment by each cancer program that ensures its 

patients will have access to the full scope of services 

required to diagnose, treat, rehabilitate and support 

patients and their families with their cancer care. 

Accreditation requires a cancer program to continually 

evaluate its performance, reaffi rming to the community 

the commitment of the program to provide high-quality 

cancer care. At Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, one way we do 

this is through tumor review boards where our physi-

cians meet to review evidence-based practices and 

procedures to ensure our patients are receiving the 

best care possible. 

The Cancer Program category to which each location 

is assigned is based on the services provided at the 

facility and the volume of cancer cases accessioned. 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health hospitals hold the following 

levels of accreditation through the CoC: 

 

   Pali Momi Medical Center: 

Community Cancer Program 

   Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children: 

Community Cancer Program 

   Straub Clinic & Hospital:

Comprehensive Community Cancer Program

   Wilcox Memorial Hospital: 

Community Cancer Program 

COMMISSION ON CANCER ACCREDITATION

As CoC accredited programs, all four Hawai‘i Pacifi c 

Health hospitals submit data to the National Cancer 

Data Base (NCDB). The NCDB is a nationwide oncology 

outcomes database for more than 1,500 CoC accredited 

cancer programs. The data is used to explore trends in 

cancer care and to create benchmarks for participating 

CoC hospitals that serve as the basis for quality improve-

ment by generating Cancer Program Practice Profi le 

Reports (CP3R). 

The CP3R reports are accessed and reviewed on a 

regular basis by cancer program leaders at each of the 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health hospitals. This allows the teams 

to evaluate and assess their hospital performance level 

with national performance benchmarks, adherence 

to standard of care and promote continuous quality 

improvement. 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health is committed, through our mission, 

to provide the highest quality health care and services 

to the people of Hawai‘i and the Pacifi c Region, and as 

such, we are proud to be accredited through the CoC 

which ensures our cancer programs are providing the 

highest quality care to each of our cancer patients.
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NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CANCER CARE

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health is proud to be a leader in cancer 

care in Hawai‘i, particularly in the area of breast health. 

As an active member of the Hawai‘i Cancer Consortium, 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health has partnered with the University 

of Hawai‘i Cancer Center, which is recognized by the 

National Cancer Institute (NCI) as a consortium cancer 

center.

The Hawai‘i Cancer Consortium represents the unifi ed 

basic, translational and clinical cancer research effort 

benefi ting all citizens of Hawai‘i and the Pacifi c Rim. 

The NCI designation benefi ts patients at Hawai‘i Pacifi c 

Health and across the state through increased access 

to clinical trials and new therapeutic technologies 

available in collaboration with the University of Hawai‘i 

Cancer Center’s clinical partners, an alliance of the 

state’s leading health care organizations united with the 

common goal of eliminating cancer through science.

At Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, several of our locations hold 

the following designations:

•  American College of Radiology Breast Imaging 

Center of Excellence (BICOE) 

•  American College of Radiology Breast Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging Accredited Facility

• Commission on Cancer: Accreditation    

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF RADIOLOGY

BREAST MAGNETIC RESONANCE 
IMAGING AWARD
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Top Five Analytical Cases for

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health System
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CANCER REGISTRY

Data from the 2013 registry year demonstrates, that 

as a system, Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health supported a total 

analytical case volume (number of cancer cases 

treated) of 1,906 diagnosed cancer cases compared 

to last year’s volume of 1,778. As has been the trend 

for some time, breast cancer was the most commonly 

diagnosed cancer type across the system. 

TOTAL ANALYTICAL CASE VOLUME

10%

195
476

501
734

25%

39% 26%

The pie chart above refl ects the total number of cancer 

cases diagnosed across Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health during 

calendar year 2013. The volume is broken out by hospital 

location only. Source:  2013 Cancer Registry Data

The chart above compares, by hospital location, the top 

fi ve cancer sites (or types) diagnosed across Hawai‘i 

Pacifi c Health. These are broken out by both hospital 

location and cancer type. Source: 2013 Cancer Registry 

Data

CANCER VOLUME FOR THE SYSTEM

However, while breast cancer remains the top cancer 

type of each hospital, each of the four community 

hospitals has a unique and diverse population base. 

This is refl ected in the differences in the top fi ve 

analytical case volumes (or most common cancer 

types) seen at each hospital.

  Kapi‘olani  

  Straub

  Pali Momi  

  Wilcox
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Cancer types at each hospital within the Hawai‘i Pacifi c 

system vary based on patient populations and the 

location of the hospital. In this section, the top fi ve 

analytical cases for each hospital are reviewed.

Pali Momi Medical Center is the only CoC accredited  

community hospital in West Oahu that provides adult 

cancer care to patients in West and Central O‘ahu. 

The above chart refl ects the top fi ve cancer case 

types diagnosed at Pali Momi. Source: 2013 Cancer 

Registry Data

Wilcox Memorial Hospital cares for the largest volume 

of adult cancer patients on Kaua‘i. This allows patients to 

treat their cancer at home instead of traveling to O‘ahu 

of the U.S. mainland for treatment. The above chart 

refl ects the top fi ve cancer case types diagnosed at 

Wilcox. Source: 2013 Cancer Registry Data

These graphs are refl ective of the fi ve most common 

cancer types seen at each hospital and do not refl ect 

all cancer case volume and cancer case types at each 

location. 

Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children is 

home to the State’s only Pediatric Cancer Program 

and Women’s Cancer Center. The above chart refl ects 

the top fi ve cancer case types diagnosed at Kapi‘olani 

and highlights the focused patient population. The 

overwhelming cancer type seen is breast, followed by 

uterine, cervical and ovarian. Additionally, all pediatric 

cases, regardless of cancer type, are counted together.

Source: 2013 Cancer Registry Data

Straub Clinic & Hospital is a community hospital in 

Honolulu providing care for the largest volume of 

cancer patients at any one hospital location within the 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health system. The above chart refl ects 

the top fi ve cancer case types diagnosed at Straub. 

The multi-specialty nature of Straub Clinic & Hospital is 

demonstrated in the diverse tumor types diagnosed 

and treated. Source: 2013 Cancer Registry Date 

CANCER VOLUME BY HOSPITAL LOCATION

KAPI‘OLANI — TOP FIVE ANALYTICAL CASES
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The CoC Screening Programming Standard, (Stan-

dard 4.2) states that “Each year, the cancer committee 

provides at least one cancer prevention program that 

is targeted to meet the needs of the community and 

should be designed to reduce the incidence of a specifi c 

cancer type. The prevention program is consistent with 

evidence-based national guidelines for cancer preven-

tion.” At Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, screening programs are 

integral to the overall cancer programming.

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health – High Risk Breast Program
Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health is proud to be home to the 

Kapi‘olani High Risk Breast Program and the Wilcox 

High Risk Breast Program, the only programs of their 

kind in the state.

The program encompasses comprehensive cancer risk 

assessments, access to age-appropriate screening strat-

egies (mammography, ultrasound, breast MRI), close 

clinical surveillance, genetic counseling and testing, and 

risk management strategies (chemoprevention, surgical 

prophylaxis, lifestyle changes, clinical trial participation, 

nutritional counseling, psychological counseling, educa-

tion and research).

To qualify, a woman must have at least one of the 

following risk factors: a fi rst degree relative (mother, 

father, daughter, sister) or multiple second-degree 

relatives (fi rst cousin, aunt, uncle, grandparents) with 

breast cancer; any family history of ovarian cancer; 

or a previous breast biopsy showing signs of atypical 

(abnormal appearing) cells, which are not cancer but 

need to be closely followed.

  Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & 
Children – Breast and Cervical Cancer Screenings
Kapi‘olani Women’s Center is a designated provider for 

the state’s Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program. 

Free screenings (clinical breast exams, mammograms, 

pelvic exams and Pap smears) are available for women 

who qualify. Kapi‘olani Women’s Center provides these 

services free of charge and appointments are scheduled 

with qualifying women throughout the year during 

regular clinic hours.

PREVENTION PROGRAMS

The program was established through a contract 

with the Hawaii State Department of Health, Chronic

Disease Management and Control Branch, Hawaii 

Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program. 

To qualify for this program, patients must meet the 

following criteria:

• Female, 50 to 64 years old, OR

•  Female, 40 to 49 years old AND at risk (have a breast 

lump, or family history of breast/cervical cancer)

•  Little or no medical insurance or cannot afford the 

copayment

• Meet generous income guidelines

•  Be an American citizen or permanent resident
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  Wilcox Memorial Hospital Colon, Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Screening
Wilcox Hospital participates in the Hawaii Breast 

and Cervical Cancer Control Program (BCCCP) to 

provide screening for under or non-insured women. 

The mammography unit screens women with 

digital mammography and if recommended may 

use tomosynthesis to fi nd even the smallest, least 

detectable lesion. Pap smears are also provided by 

the clinicians at the hospital associated medical clinic.  

  Pali Momi Medical Center – Colorectal, Lung 
and Breast Cancer Screenings 
Pali Momi Medical Center implemented a lung cancer 

screening program for smokers and ex-smokers. With 

the American Cancer Society, the American College 

of Chest Physicians, the American Society of Clinical 

Oncology and the National Comprehensive Cancer 

Network all supporting screening for those at high 

risk for lung cancer using a low-dose computed tomog-

raphy (CT) scan, Pali Momi implemented a program to 

help identify high risk patients through awareness to 

referring primary care providers of the new program 

and then implementing the program in their imaging 

department. This program is targeted to those 55-74 

years in age that have been moderate to heavy 

smokers. 

Pali Momi also provides a colorectal screening program 

that reinforces how important colorectal screenings are 

for individuals, particularly those high risk for colorectal 

cancers. Their program has provided access to colorec-

tal screening for the community. 

Pali Momi has long focused on breast cancer screen-

ings with the implementation of their expansive 

Women’s Center in 2012, but in 2014 on a larger scale 

it implemented a program with the Bank of Hawaii 

and Outrigger Corporation by providing mammog-

raphy screening appointments during the week to 

employees. This was a partnership with the Bank of 

Hawaii and Outrigger employers as they would allow 

paid time off to their employees (two hours) for a 

scheduled mammogram at Pali Momi. Not only does 

this help increase awareness of how important screen-

ings are, this partnership improved employees access 

to annual screenings.   

  Straub Clinic & Hospital – Colon, Breast and 
Cervical Cancer Screenings 
Straub Clinic & Hospital has implemented colon, breast, 

and cervical cancer screening programs through a 

quality program contract with Hawaii Medical Service 

Associate (HMSA) that accounts for 33 percent of 

the overall quality program. In calendar year 2014 the 

program maintained a 90th percentile for breast cancer 

screening, at least a 75th percentile and upwards of 

90th percentile for cervical cancer screenings and a 

90th percentile for colorectal cancer screenings per the 

targets indicated for the 2014 calendar year.

Straub promoted the colon and breast cancer screen-

ings at community events. Straub promoted breast 

cancer screenings during the ‘mammogram blitz’ 

through the clinics and the Susan G. Komen Race for 

the Cure, which encouraged women to come in during 

the weekends and evenings to get their annual mam-

mograms. 
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A tiny lump can be a big deal, even if you can’t feel the 

lump. When Lee Carson visited Kapi‘olani Women’s 

Center for her annual screening mammogram, a suspi-

cious spot was discovered. Carson’s lump was very tiny 

when found—so tiny that even her gynecologist couldn’t 

feel it during a breast exam. 

A followup ultrasound and needle biopsy determined 

the mass was malignant, and Carson underwent a 

lumpectomy by Laura Peterson, MD, a breast surgeon 

at Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children. 

Upon further analysis, doctors found that Carson 

carries the HER2 protein, which puts her at greater 

risk for cancer to spread to other areas of her body.

Lee Carson is a great example of someone who takes 

charge of her health. An annual mammogram helped 

her detect her breast cancer at a very early stage, 

enabling her to immediately begin a comprehensive 

treatment program that didn’t require her to go 

outside of the Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health network.

When Carson’s initial mammogram showed some irreg-

ularities, our medical team at Kapi‘olani Women’s Center 

quickly scheduled her for a followup mammogram and 

biopsy. Once her cancer was diagnosed, she met with 

Dr. Peterson, who performed her lumpectomy.

Although it was successful, pathology results indicated 

she carried the HER2 protein, so Carson continued to 

be seen by Straub oncologist Ian Okazaki, MD. She also 

received chemotherapy at Kapi‘olani Medical Center 

for Women & Children and radiation treatment at the 

Cancer Center of Hawaii.

“I am so grateful for the wonderful doctors throughout 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health who have ensured I receive top-

notch health care that is coordinated and personalized,” 

says Carson. “Although I was saddened to hear that I 

had the HER2 protein, all my doctors have been truly 

innovative in their treatment of my breast cancer to 

ensure that I have the best chance of survival.” 

A PATIENT JOURNEY — EARLY DETECTION SAVES LIVES

Carson encourages women to not overlook important 

health screenings such as mammograms, which can 

save lives. “Yes, a mammogram is uncomfortable, 

but it’s so important to our health,” she says. “Can you 

imagine if I skipped my yearly screening? An entire year 

would have passed before my tumor was detected, and 

who knows what my prognosis would have been at that 

point?”

Carson is a strong advocate for prevention and health 

and has also shared her cancer story in our patient 

newsletters and on the Kapi‘olani Wall of Hope, 

a photo installment of rotating patient stories at 

Kapi‘olani. 

Lee Carson
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PATIENT SAFETY AND QUALITY

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health – National Cancer Database 
Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health as a system utilizes the Cancer 

Program Practice Profi le Reports (CP3R) that are avail-

able through the National Cancer Database (NCDB). 

These reports provides local, regional and national 

benchmarks based on cancer outcomes and program 

reporting through the system of more than 1,500 

accredited cancer programs. As all other accredited 

cancer programs do, Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health utilizes 

this data to ensure they are meeting benchmarks and 

national standards for their programming and care. 

  Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & 
Children – Pre-chemotherapy urine tests
Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children focused 

on pre-chemotherapy urine tests for pediatric oncology 

as a quality study.

In order to provide chemotherapy safely to our patients, 

pre-chemotherapy labs are often indicated. Specifi cally, 

pre-chemotherapy urine tests for pediatric oncology 

patients are assessing urine pH and specifi c gravity. 

Best practice requires these tests to be performed in 

the lab versus point-of-care testing. Although lab tests 

are more accurate, they can increase patient wait times 

by delaying chemotherapy start times (the goal of our 

improvement project was to have these test results in 

30 minutes or less from time of collection in 85 per-

cent of patients). Baseline data revealed at least the 

average wait time was 35-38 minutes for 50-55% of all 

pre-chemotherapy tests. To meet the goal, an action 

plan to change the test order from ‘routine’ to ‘stat’ in 

the Electronic Medical Record was implemented. The 

preliminary post implementation results showed a result 

timeframe of 25 minutes for an average of 70 percent 

of the tests. During the timeframe of January 1, 2014 

through May 6, 2014 the percentage of meeting the 

goal increased from 52.1 percent to 67.4 percent where 

p=0.010. Kapi‘olani pediatric oncology patients can be 

assured that they are receiving chemotherapy safely in 

an effi cient manner. 

  Pali Momi Medical Center – Colorectal cancer 
and pain control 
Pali Momi Medical Center implemented two studies 

during the year, one on surgical site infection prevention 

in colorectal cancer and the other in pain control. 

In 2013 an increased rate of wound infection was 

noted for colorectal cancer patients at 57 percent. This 

signaled a need for change in procedures. During an 

assessment period they created a surgical site infection 

prevention methodology which initiated the use of new 

closing trays. The new procedure was to perform the 

operation, then change all of the instrumentation, while 

all personnel re-scrub and re-gown. Finally, the new 

instrumentation is used to close fasciae. In addition, 

environmental control was implemented to reduce the 

humidity and increase tolerance levels, and operating 

room nurses round on patients daily. Since this new 

procedure was implemented there has been a signifi -

cant reduction, moving from 57 percent to 5.5 percent. 

Pali Momi also did a study on pain control where they 

explored the impact of an analgesia protocol. The study 

looked at pain control and the impact of an analgesia 

protocol on reducing post-operative pain after surgery.

The study looked at how many milligrams of morphine 

were used and how much of the drug was actually 

delivered while the patent was in the hospital. This was 

based on an analgesia protocol built into the Electronic 

Medical Record for laparoscopic colectomy patients. 

Implementing the protocol included working with 

enhanced recovery after surgery. Enhanced recovery 

avoids narcotics and looks at using other non-narcotic 

pain control such as epidural, regional blocks and 

Toradol (a medication). On average, the study recorded 

patients with pain scores of two out of ten post 

colectomy.
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  Straub Clinic & Hospital – Colon Cancer

At Straub, a study focused on adjuvant therapy by 

stage and the fi rst course of treatment. Adjuvant 

therapy is additional treatment given to cancer patients 

after surgery to reduce the risk of cancer recurring and 

often comes in the form of chemotherapy which is the 

use of drugs to treat cancer. 

As seen in the graph below, 45 percent of all adjuvant 

therapy was administered to patients during Stage 3B 

and Stage 3C colon cancer, 39 percent and 6 percent, 

respectively. While 41 percent of adjuvant therapy 

occurred during Stage 1 and Stage 2A, 22 percent 

and 19 percent, respectively.  

FIRST COURSE OF TREATMENT
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8%

64%

Surgery          Surgery            Surgery      No Treatment
                  Chemotherapy     Radiation
                    Chemotherapy

 Stage 1     Stage 2A    Stage 2C    Stage 3B   Stage 3C

ADJUVANT THERAPY BY STAGE
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Surgery at 64 percent is the primary fi rst course of 

treatment for colon cancer patients. However, in some 

incidences, surgery and chemotherapy as adjuvant 

therapy (22 percent) is used for some patients based 

on clinical risk factors. (See chart below.)
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  Wilcox Memorial Hospital – Colon Cancer 
Colon cancer is the third top site diagnosed and treated 

at Wilcox Memorial Hospital. The Wilcox Cancer 

Committee used this as an opportunity to study the 

incidence of colon cancer. The main purpose of the 

study was to understand at what stage patients had 

the best possible outcome.

63 percent of the Wilcox colon cancer patient popula-

tion are identifi ed during Stages 0 to 2; while 27 percent 

of the patient population is identifi ed during stages 3 

and 4. (See chart below.)

First Course to Treatment: Surgery is the primary 

fi rst course of treatment followed by surgery and 

chemotherapy. Most people with colon cancer, 

particularly in early stages, will have a polypectomy 

or surgery to remove the tumor. Adjuvant therapy 

(additional treatment) such as chemotherapy following 

surgery may occur based on patient treatment plans.

(See chart below.)

STAGE AT DIAGNOSIS
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4B Stage 

0

Stage 
1

Stage 
2

11%
18%

30%

15%

11%

4%

11%

Stage 
4A

Stage 
3B

Stage 
3C

FIRST COURSE OF TREATMENT

Polypectomy      Surgery        Surgery      Chemotherapy
                  Chemotherapy

30%

7% 7%

56%
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Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children has 

long had a successful Pediatric Survivorship Program 

and in 2013 Kapi‘olani expanded its service to the 

Women’s Cancer Center to support women on their 

cancer journey. In 2014, Hawai‘i Pacifi c health began 

expanding this important program out to all of its 

hospitals. 

It is well known that cancer survivors often experience 

numerous physical and psychological side effects from 

treatment, and that survivorship care, when integrated 

at the time of diagnosis, specializes in identifying, 

treating and coordinating care for this unique patient 

population. Physical side effects experienced by cancer 

patients are often caused by the cancer itself, and/or 

by the aggressive therapies used during treatment. 

Typically there are three categories for treatment-

related side effects in cancer: short-term, long-term 

and late effects.

Short-term side effects occur during cancer treatment 

and common symptoms may include nausea, hair 

loss, pain, fatigue and weight loss. Generally, these 

side effects go away after active treatment ends. 

Long-term side effects are those that begin during 

treatment and continue after treatment ends. Common 

long-term symptoms may include ongoing fatigue, 

higher risk of infection, lymphedema in women who 

have had a specifi c type of breast surgery for cancer, 

infertility in both men and women depending on the 

type of treatment, or memory loss. Late side effects are 

symptoms that appear months or years after treatment 

has ended. These can include issues with cardiac health, 

osteoporosis, psychological disorders such as post-

traumatic stress disorder and fear of recurrence, and 

even secondary cancers.

Psychological and psychosocial side effects of the 

cancer journey can occur at any point along the treat-

ment spectrum and can include depression, anxiety, 

sexual dysfunction, fi nancial and employment issues, 

transportation for treatment, child or adult care con-

cerns, and other issues affecting a patient’s emotional 

health and well-being. 

Both the Pediatric and Adult Survivorship Programs 

are managed by a team of nurses who partner with the 

multidisciplinary oncology team (oncologists, surgeons, 

patient navigators, social workers, behavioral health 

specialists, chaplain and related community organiza-

tions) to assist patients and their families throughout 

their survivorship journey.

SURVIVORSHIP PROGRAMS
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Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health is committed to community 

outreach and education. We provide both systemwide 

outreach as well as hospital based programs. 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health  
As a system, Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, participates in 

several prevention programs. One major prevention 

initiative is supporting Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

annually. This past year Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health imple-

mented its ‘Take 5 for Breast Cancer Awareness Month’ 

campaign that focused on fi ve simple steps individuals 

can implement to help lower the risk of breast cancer: 

cut down or quit drinking alcohol, manage weight, eat 

foods that can counter the effects of estrogen, talk 

with one’s doctor about screenings, and consider drug 

therapy if breast cancer risk is high. This awareness cam-

paign included public service announcements (PSAs) 

on the radio, sponsorship of breast cancer awareness 

and prevention programming through KITV (network 

television), print advertisements in Star Advertiser 

and MidWeek as well as website visibility, social media 

visibility on Facebook and Twitter, as well as printed col-

lateral in clinics and hospital locations. Pushing out the 

message of prevention in all of these venues helped to 

raise awareness in the community of the importance for 

breast cancer screenings as the number one way to 

prevent and catch breast cancer as early as possible. 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health also provides annual cancer care 

education to the community through its free community 

health event that provides half a day of programming 

on related topics that range from prevention, genetics 

of cancer, survivorship as well as other topics. This 

program typically hosts about 500 individuals from the 

community at the Ala Moana Hotel and an additional 150 

people through video conferencing held at Pali Momi 

Medical Center and Wilcox Memorial Hospital. 

Other prevention programming includes sponsoring 

The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life program 

as well as the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. During 

these events Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health provides information 

on prevention and screening programs, as well as raises 

awareness about cancer prevention and treatment. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

  Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & 
Children – Smoking Prevention Program 
Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children has 

implemented the HEALTHY program. This program 

provides free one-on-one smoking cessation counsel-

ing for patients, their family members, and friends. On 

average Kapi‘olani is offering support in the form of the 

HEALTHY program to 171 individuals a month.

For those who choose to participate, roughly nine smok-

ers a month, the initial appointment includes a smoking 

assessment, a quit plan tailored to the individual’s needs 

and free nicotine replacement therapy. After this initial 

appointment, patients receive ongoing follow-up 

support. 

In addition to the on-site program at Kapi‘olani, the 

HEALTHY program has also provided outreach activities 

to the community and a training opportunity in the past 

year. 

Due to the success of the initial year program, the 

HEALTHY program is now an established program at 

Kapi‘olani, and the program received a renewal grant 

for the coming year. Statistical data will be provided 

to the Cancer registrar. 
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  Pali Momi Medical Center – Smoking 
Prevention and Skin Cancer Program 

Pali Momi Medical Center has a smoking prevention 

program that provides free one-on-one smoking 

cessation counseling for patients, their family members 

and friends. Like Kapi‘olani, the program provides 

a smoking assessment, a quit plan tailored to the 

individual’s needs, free nicotine replacement therapy, 

as well as, ongoing follow-up support as needed. 

Pali Momi also supports a skin cancer program that 

provides education and awareness around skin cancer, 

to help the community proactively prevent skin cancer 

where possible. During the annual Pali Momi Community 

Health Fair, program staff provided information on the 

importance of protecting your skin from harmful UVA 

and UVB rays as well as how to spot the signs and 

symptoms of skin cancer. 

  Straub Clinic & Hospital – Colon and Breast 
Cancer Awareness 

Straub Clinic & Hospital implemented programs for both 

colon and breast cancer awareness within the commu-

nity to promote prevention services and early detection 

for both of these types of cancers. Specifi cally for breast 

cancer, at the Susan G. Komen race for the cure event 

sponsored by Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, Straub provided 

schedulers at the event for a ‘mammogram blitz’ where 

participants were encouraged to sign up for their annual 

mammogram. This program was implemented within 

the clinics to increase awareness and screenings in the 

community and to provide outreach. 

 Wilcox Memorial Hospital – Skin Cancer and 
Colon Cancer Prevention
In response to the Community Needs Assessment and 

Health Department Reports, Wilcox Memorial Hospital 

implemented two educational events focused on teach-

ing children and adults how to protect their skin from 

sun exposure.

At the Andy Irons Keiki Surf Championship, Wilcox Hos-

pital provided education on the many different ways to 

provide protection from the sun. 350 contestants were 

entered in this contest and 90 one-ounce containers of 

50SPF sunscreen was distributed.  

Wilcox also participated in Kid’s Fest where UV brace-

lets and education materials were distributed. The event 

was attended by 750 children and their parents.

At Relay for Life, 43 tours were given through the large 

infl atable colon with information provided on the impor-

tance of a screening colonoscopy for people over the 

age of 50.  
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Many of today’s standard cancer treatments—those that 

are accepted and widely used by medical experts—are 

based on the results of clinical trials. It is through clinical 

trials that researchers can determine whether new treat-

ments are safe, effective, and work better than current 

treatments. 

CLINICAL TRIALS — ADVANCING CANCER CARE

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health participates in more than 300 

clinical trials a year working with more than 70 principal 

investigators. Many of these trials are done in partner-

ship with the University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center and 

Hawai‘i Cancer Consortium.
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THE FUTURE OF CANCER CARE AT HAWAI‘I PACIFIC HEALTH

At Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health, we’re proud of what we’ve 

accomplished to date, but pursuing excellence means 

constantly pushing for further improvement. We 

embrace that challenge, and we’re prepared to meet it. 

Over the next year and beyond, Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health is 

committed to continuing to identify the evolving health 

care needs of its patients; fostering strong relation-

ships with referring physicians and communities; further 

developing integrated service programs; and continually 

investing in skilled staff and state-of-the-art screening, 

and treatment technology. 

What makes cancer care special at Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health 

is our ability to leverage programs, resulting in better 

care to each patient, every time, and that will continue 

and grow in the coming year. 

In addition to investing in cancer care resources, 

Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health continues to strengthen its part-

nerships and outreach here in Hawai’i, as well as, 

the national cancer community. This means we continue 

to strengthen ties to experts in cancer care throughout 

the nation to continually bring back the best in cancer 

care. 

While Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health continues to make advance-

ments in cancer care through research, technology 

and partnerships, we are also equally committed to our 

patients’ needs. Hawai‘i Pacifi c Health is honored to care 

for the families of Hawai‘i and looks forward to continu-

ing to bring exceptional cancer care to every patient, 

every time.
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Hawai‘ipacifichealth.org
Hawai‘i Pacific Health is a not-for-profit health care network.




